Marking Criteria for Seminars in GEOG 39505 Sustainable Cities: Theory, Form and Process
This guidance supersedes that provided in the first edition of the module booklet.

There are 10 scheduled seminars for this module. Your contribution to each seminar will be assessed. You will be awarded an aggregate grade composed of for your 8 best seminar contributions and a further possible award of 10% for an overall first class performance is available.
The criteria for assessment are as follows:
1.
Level of understanding shown and/or degree of willingness to develop understanding

This criterion emphasises the point that the seminar is primarily a learning vehicle, and that intelligent questions and a recognition of ambiguities and difficulties in the texts and images set for discussion are seen as strengths and not weaknesses.

2.
Readiness and ability to contribute

This criterion is linked to the first but focuses on the skills rather than the content aspects of seminar performance.  It is recognised that initially some people find it easier than others to participate fully in group discussions, but seminar performance is designed to encourage all students to develop their skills and confidence in this respect.  Provided that an attempt is made to contribute the tutor will make allowances, particularly in the early stages of the module, for students who are less self-confident than others, and will seek to involve them through non-threatening questions: but she will be looking for an improvement over the module as members of the group come to know each other better.  This criterion should not be seen as leading automatically to the highest mark being awarded to the person who speaks the most, as should be seen from the next.

3.
Receptiveness to the views of others

An important part of communication and interpersonal skills is the ability to facilitate and listen to the contributions of others, and to respect and respond to those contributions. This is not to say that you have to agree with everything that everyone else says, but differences of opinion should be expressed in a way that does not belittle others, and arguments should be objective rather than personalised.  And the self-confident must be careful not to deny others the opportunity to speak at all.

4.
Level of preparation shown

This criterion is linked to the other three since it is pointless being able and willing to contribute to a discussion if one’s contribution is based purely on uninformed opinion with no foundation in prior reading and reflection.  Effective performance in seminars is dependent on proper advance reading and preparation.

The grades used will be as follows:
1st (75%)
Student demonstrates preparedness and strong participation via all 
of the 4 criteria.
2,1 (65%) 
Student demonstrates preparedness and strong participation via most of the 4 criteria.

2,2 (55%)
Student demonstrates preparedness but only demonstrates participation via some of the 4 criteria. 

3rd (45%)
Student does not demonstrate preparedness and makes limited effort to participate, thus being weak in all 4 criteria. 

Fail (0%)
Student does not attend (see below for further information on non-attendance).

A further 10% is available if a student achieves a first in at least 8 seminars.
How do I know what to do for each seminar?

Details of how you should prepare for each individual seminar can be found in the module booklet (further details may also be given via the VLP and email). You may seek further advice from the module leader if required- do not hesitate to ask!

What if I miss a seminar?

You should contact the module leader prior to the seminar or as soon as possible after. If you have a valid reason for non attendance please obtain evidence (e.g. medical certificate) and keep this evidence in a safe place. If you fail to attend more than two seminars the module leader will need to discuss submission of special situations with you- for which the evidence you have collated may be used.

What happens if the seminar is cancelled?
Every effort will be made to re-arrange the seminar at a mutually convenient time. However, if this is not possible the aggregate grades will be adjusted accordingly.
